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XReading has become a popular platform for many ESL educators to conduct extensive reading in their classes.
The convenience and accessibility of XReading can and continues to provide an enjoyable reading (and also
listening) experience for students all over the world. From personal experience however, there are issues
that arise with the use of XReading. The cost which can be prohibitive for some students and institutions,
reading material that does not suit readers’interests (Collett, 2018, Sartika 2020), and the ‘gamification’ of the
experience with quizzes and metrics - which can obfuscate the experience of reading. Howarth and Bollen
(2019) found in their research that of the 730 second year university students introduced to XReading, only
half were interested in continuing it after a semester.

What if instead of micromanaging the minutiae of reading rates, accuracy, and comprehension –students
were given an opportunity to read things they were genuinely interested in. Leaning into the original goal of
extensive reading–that being reading for pleasure. For this project students were asked what types of material
they were interested in reading. Then the researcher used ChatGPT and Dall-E to create graded readers for
the students.
This research set out to answer the following questions:
1. Will students notice a difference if graded readers were written by AI?
2. Can students enjoy reading AI generated graded readers?
3. Can AI generated graded readers improve students motivation in reading English?
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