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ABSTRACT
Hu and Nation’s (2000) coverage-comprehension study has been immensely influential in ELT. Its 98% cover-
age figure for unassisted comprehension has been used to estimate the vocabulary sizes needed for indepen-
dent reading in different genres (Nation, 2006) and is regularly used as an important benchmark in research.
A possible limitation of Hu and Nation’s study is its approach to calculating coverage. To simulate different
coverage levels of their text, real words were replaced with pseudowords. However, the criteria for ensuring
that learners had complete knowledge of the remaining real words (scores of just 83% and 61% on the 2K and
3K levels of Nation’s 1983 VLT) were remarkably low. Hence, coverage may have been overestimated.



The presenters will describe the findings of a partial replication (N = 286) of that study. The materials included
Hu and Nation’s reading measure and a vocabulary test assessing meaning-recall knowledge of nearly all con-
tent lemmas in the reading test passage. The benchmark defining adequate comprehension was the same as
that used by Hu and Nation. Generalized mixed-effects regression modeling was used, with vocabulary cov-
erage and reading comprehension scores as the main independent and dependent variables, respectively. The
results and implications for pedagogy will be discussed.
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