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ABSTRACT
The International Baccalaureate (IB) puts agency at the core of its Primary Years Programme (PYP) philosophy,
and its style of inquiry-based, globally-minded and transdisciplinary education seems like a completely dif-
ferent world from many high school classrooms, where teachers juggle covering relevant, impactful content
alongside helping their students prepare for standardised tests and university entrance examinations. I will
cover how the IB PYP promotes agency and engages the learning community through its classroom practices
(such as the Celebration of Learning, personal inquiries, and inviting guest speakers), and discuss ideas for
adapting some of these practices to the high school language classroom. Additionally, as some Japanese high
schools are beginning to introduce global leader programmes, I would like to invite discussion about the con-
tent, range, development and trajectory of classes conducted in the English language in these programmes,
centring on how teachers can give students greater agency while encouraging them to engage in more critical
thinking and international-mindedness.
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