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ABSTRACT

This presentation shares a collaborative autoethnographic exploration into how we three researchers integrate
student agency and autonomy into our English-medium instruction (EMI) sociolinguistics classrooms. With
the increasing prevalence of EMI in Japan, many language teachers are adding content-based classes to their
teaching repertoires. While much seminal sociolinguistics research has been done outside traditional, center
contexts, many introductory materials may exhibit a center bias. However, as Japan-based EMI sociolinguis-
tics teachers, we feel it important to untether our classrooms from such biases and to encourage students to
explore the social significance of language use in their everyday local experiences. This autoethnographic
collaboration consolidates and refines those pedagogic strategies to more clearly articulate them and shape



our praxis to align with students’perceived needs. Our research involved first setting themes, or frames, for
discussion around agency and autonomy in our sociolinguistics classrooms, followed by an asynchronous
writing period of commenting on and responding to our reflections. The resulting text was analyzed as dis-
course using discourse analytic tools to crystallize themes that showcase how we fostered student agency and
autonomy in our sociolinguistics classrooms, including practical examples. We also explore how we adapted
our praxis to our students’perceived interests and needs.
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