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This Pragmatics SIG forum brings together four young and early career teachers and researchers with a passion
for pragmatics: understanding it, researching it, and bringing it to the language classroom. Each will bring
a unique and novel perspective to this important field. Saki Araki investigated multilingual English users,
gaining insights regarding their beliefs and reported actions as they navigate communicative challenges in
diverse situations. She highlights the importance of equipping learners with the ability to develop pragmatic
competence and adjust to shared understandings. Stachus Peter Tu’s classroom-based study focused on the
affective consequences for students of teachers’feedback on their writing, with interviews with students re-
vealing the positive or negative effects that different types of feedback may have on learners’emotions and
motivation. Jingxin Hao will introduce the development and evaluation of a pragmatics-focused guidebook on
disagreement, developed to help Japanese learners become less anxious about disturbing harmony and better
equipped with pragmatic strategies to express friendly disagreement. Malik Amir Feroze reports on strategies
employed to bring greater pragmatic accuracy and variety to freshman university English classes, focusing
on nonverbal elements in communication, conversations with three or more partners, and the eliciting and
inclusion of students’ own insights regarding communication.
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ABSTRACT

This Pragmatics SIG forum brings together four young and early career teachers and researchers with a passion
for pragmatics: understanding it, researching it, and bringing it to the language classroom. Each will bring
a unique and novel perspective to this important field. Saki Araki investigated multilingual English users,
gaining insights regarding their beliefs and reported actions as they navigate communicative challenges in
diverse situations. She highlights the importance of equipping learners with the ability to develop pragmatic
competence and adjust to shared understandings. Stachus Peter Tu’s classroom-based study focused on the
affective consequences for students of teachers’feedback on their writing, with interviews with students re-
vealing the positive or negative effects that different types of feedback may have on learners’emotions and
motivation. Jingxin Hao will introduce the development and evaluation of a pragmatics-focused guidebook on
disagreement, developed to help Japanese learners become less anxious about disturbing harmony and better
equipped with pragmatic strategies to express friendly disagreement. Malik Amir Feroze reports on strategies
employed to bring greater pragmatic accuracy and variety to freshman university English classes, focusing
on nonverbal elements in communication, conversations with three or more partners, and the eliciting and
inclusion of students’ own insights regarding communication.
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