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Short English description

The way children learn meaningful language materials to promote language acquisition is significant. There-
fore, this study examines the effects of a discrimination task involving character elements during the process
of acquiring kanji writing among children. In the experiment, we re-evaluated character elements in relation
to their complexity and familiarity through kanji decoding. The results indicated that the effect of charac-
ter elements was significant. However, this should not be interpreted unconditionally as a general effect
of familiarity, since significant interactions were noted. When high-familiarity kanji groups were used, the
performance was significantly better with lower complexity kanji than with higher complexity ones. Con-
versely, when low-familiarity kanji groups were used, the performance was better with higher complexity
kanji than with lower complexity ones. This suggests that instruction should progress from high-familiarity
kanji to low-familiarity kanji, taking into account children’s existing language knowledge. It is essential to
enable children to extract clear information from teaching materials regarding low-familiarity kanji and to
progressively move from high-complexity kanji to low-complexity kanji.
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