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TABLEAU 
Tableaux 

A living picture 
using the body and 

expressions to 
convey a narrative
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MY ISSUE

Students often take a long time 

to create role-play dialogue
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(Spolin, 1999)

Subjective emotional attitudes and 

their physical expressions are often one
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MODEL

Dramatic 
Communication

Emotion

Expression

Dialogue

Movement
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SITUATION
Beginning: 

You & a group of friends are in an 

elevator at a shopping mall. 
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Middle: 

It suddenly stops. 

You smell gas. 

You all panic

End: 

You realize 1 friend is leaning on the 

emergency stop. 

Another is wearing strong fragrance.



Beginning Middle End

Key points Get on 

elevator

Gas Laughing

Emotion/Tone Happy Panic V Happy

Key Dialogue

How Stand? 

Position?

Key Action
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TABLEAUX



BEGINNING

You & a group of friends are in an 

elevator at a shopping mall. 
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3,2,1, Speak & Move !



MIDDLE

It suddenly stops. 

You smell gas. 

You all panic

1
0

3,2,1, Speak & Move !



END

You realize 1 friend is leaning on the 

emergency stop. 

Another is wearing strong fragrance.

1
1

3,2,1, Speak & Move !



Beginning Middle End

Key points

Emotion/Tone

Key Dialogue

How stand/ 

position?

Key Action

1
2
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