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Why is vocabulary important in learning an L2?

영수증주세요

→ Vocabulary is critical for 
successful communication! 



Academic English Vocabulary



What is academic English vocabulary?

• Unique lexicon: Not 
General Service List, 
not highly technical

• Found in texts, 
lectures, assignments, 
campus interactions, 
etc.School University Professions

= Words and expressions commonly used 
in educational settings



TOEFL iBT® Writing for 
an academic discussion

How do we select vocabulary to teach?

Q: What target tasks 
do students need to 
learn to perform?

→ Analyze target 
tasks

Receptive 
vocabulary to 

understand input

Productive 
vocabulary to express 

their own ideas

Focus on words that 
are useful, frequent, 
and relevant.



How do we select vocabulary to teach?

Focus on words that 
are useful, frequent, 
and relevant.

Word lists

Ready-made materials

Diagnostics tests

Identify target 
vocabulary



Core List includes ~800 
most important words 
from TOEFL corpus, 
selected by TOEFL 
assessment developers 
+ corpus linguists

Expanded List includes 
~1100 additional 
words that are next 
most important

Word selection was also 
guided by general 
academic vocabulary 
corpuses (e.g., 
Coxhead’s AWL)

→ Learning vocabulary 
from this book is 
benefitial for students 
in general who need 
EAP proficiency.

Official TOEFL Vocabulary Guide



Teaching vocabulary with 
the Official TOEFL Vocabulary Guide



What does it mean to know a word?

Explicit word knowledge: Having knowledge about 
the word (e.g., meaning, spelling, pronunciation, 
collocations)  

Receptive knowledge: Being able to understand 
vocabulary in context

Productive knowledge: Being able to use 
vocabulary to express meaning



Developing explicit word 
knowledge

Goal: Enhance explicit word knowledge, incluidng form 
(e.g., spelling, pronunciation), meaning (e.g., definition, 
L1 translation), and use (e.g., collocations, conjugations)



Official TOEFL Vocabulary Guide: Sample entry from the Core List

• Aim for ~10 repetitions 
per word (Webb, 2007)

• Spaced repetition > 
massed repetition 
(within a day) (e.g., 
Nakata et al., 2023)

Research findings

#Memorize words through a vocabulary book



<Pronunciation>

[target word]

a. level
b. revel
c. rebel
d. verbal

<Meaning>
Definition: to crash directly into, to come into conflict
a. compress
b. challenge
c. rebuke
d. collide

#Check retention across different dimensions of 
word knowledge

[target word]

___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___

  

d       r      a       s       t       i       c

<Spelling>
<Collocations>
The word that follows conscious is:
a. problem
b. decision
c. issue
d. reflection

Vocab learning isn’t 
just about memorizing 

L1 translations!



#Use apps for independent learning



Goal: Recognize word meanings in context, whether in 
listening or reading.

Developing receptive word 
knowledge



What activities have you used with your 
students to help them develop receptive 
word knowledge?

Describe: (a) the students, (b) the learning 
activity you used, and (c) how it went.



Example 
sentences

#Learn through example sentences



#Learn through reading

Although it was invented only recently, generative AI has become indespensable in 
our daily lives. It plays a prominent role in shaping how we communicate, learn, 
and work. Undoubtedly, generative AI has contributed to recent advancements 
across a variety of fields. For example, it is used to create personalized treatment 
plans for patients by analyzing vast amounts of medical data, making it integral in 
today’s society. While some may view it as intrusive, generative AI has enhanced 
our capabilities in a myriad of meaningful ways. For these reasons, I believe that 
generative AI is the most pivotal invention of the past 200 years.

→ Ask comprehension questions to help students focus on meaning
→ Define the highlighted words; guess the meaning from context
→ Incorporate interactive work to facilitate SLA

Find a passage → Identify target words
OR

Select target words → Build a passage



Listen to a sentence with a focus on meaning

Write down exactly what you hear as you listen to the audio 
(repeat as needed)

Check the answer with a partner 

#Learn through listening: Dictation



Listen to a short passage with a focus on meaning

Listen again and take notes of keywords
(repeat as needed)

Reconstruct the passage with a partner 

#Learn through listening: Dictogloss



There has been a shift in vocabulary learning from memorizing lists to 
using words in context. This reflects the idea that active engagement 
with words is core to vocabulary development. To obtain real mastery, 
learners need to focus on different aspects of each word through 
hands-on activities.

#Learn through listening: Dictogloss

Text-to-speech apps 
can be helpful!



• Dictogloss is a great activity for collaborative, form-
meaning-focused learning.

• Dictogloss can be adapted for different proficiency levels by 
changing: 
• The length, content, or linguistic difficulty of a text.
• Other conditions—whether to allow note-taking and 

how many times and how quickly the text is read.

#Learn through listening: Dictogloss



#Learn through authentic input

• Watch with L1 subtitles – focus on 
overall meaning.

• Watch with English captions – notice 
meaning, spelling, and pronunciation.

• Note new words – record them with 
the scene for better retention.

• Watch without subtitles – confirm 
understanding and recall.

Incidental vocabulary learning 
happens through exposure.

Extensive reading

• Input flood (increase frequency)

• Input enhancement (increase 
salience)



Developing productive vocabulary 
knowledge

Goal: Use vocabulary for communication purposes to 
express meaning



What activities have you used with your 
students to help them develop productive 
word knowledge?

Describe: (a) the students, (b) the learning 
activity you used, and (c) how it went.



• Read aloud while paying 
attention to meaningful 
chuncks.

• Compare with model audio.

#Practice with scaffolding

Read aloud

Shadowing

• Listen to audio to understand overall meaning first.
• Listen and repeat along with audio.



Elicited Imitation Task

#Practice with scaffolding

Directions: 
You will hear a series of sentences. 
Listen carefully to each sentence. 
AFTER THE TONE SOUND, repeat exactly what you hear. 



I actually enjoy eating apple cores. 

Practice



#1

So I shifted my weight.



Learning Spanish is a slow process.

#2



#3

The arrows indicate the direction to the restrooms.



#4

Beans are a great source of protein for people who 
don’t eat meat.



#5

Try to infer the meaning of the word using clues in the 
sentence.



• Vocabulary is presented in context. 
• Unlike shadowing, learners must process the meaning to 

accurately reproduce the sentence with the target word.
• Learners must produce the sentence orally → Good 

practice for speaking

#Elicited Imitation Task

= Good learning activity



Learners cannot reproduce the 
sentence because they:
• are not familiar with how (target) 

words are pronounced in context
• cannot catch the meaning of the 

sentence orally
• cannot catch the meaning of the 

sentence orally nor in writing

Then, have them:

→ Practice pronunciation (in 
context)
→ Practice listening

→ Review word meanings

= Good assessment tool to diagnose learners’ weaknesses

#Elicited Imitation Task
= Good assessment tool to 

gauge proficiency level



• Use TOEFL iBT scoring rubrics to 
help judge the quality of 
performance.

• Depending on learners’ 
proficiency levels, scoring can be 
done with a particular focus on 
target words. 

#Elicited Imitation Task: 
Scoring

https://www.ets.org/pdfs/toefl/speaking-rubrics.pdf



• Start with ~5 syllables. Then, make sentences gradually 
longer up to ~20 syllables.

• Present target words in a natural context.
• Avoid technical words or proper nouns.
• Depending on the goal, incorporate challenging features 

(e.g., pronunciation, connected speech) to the sentences.

#Elicited Imitation Task: Design tips



#Try a target task

TOEFL iBT® Writing for 
an academic discussion

Practice 
comprehending and 
guessing the meaning 
of vocabulary in input

Practice expressing 
opinions in writing, 
using newly learned 
vocabulary



#Practice writing with AI

• Write a prompt, using 
ChatGPT.

• Check if the difficulty 
level is appropriate.

• Revise as necessary.

…



#Practice writing with AI

Assess your writing by:
• Comparing your reponse 

with a model produced 
by ChatGPT

• Requesting feedback 
from ChatGPT

<Assessment for learning>

Use GenAI to foster autonomy!



#Practice writing with AI

• GenAI feedback has limitations.

• Critical feedback may be missing (e.g., response is too short).
• Some suggestions may go beyond task expectations.



#Practice writing with peers

Collaborative writing

Peer review

• For successful peer review, 
students need to be on the 
same page about what makes 
an effecitve task performance.

→ Use rubrics!

Collaborative idea or 
language generation



Rubrics:
• Provide a common ground that 

makes peer assessment easier 
and more meaningful.

• Clarify task expectations for 
students.

• Support T in giving meaningful, 
targeted feedback.

GenAI can help you write 
descriptors!



To design meaningful L2 vocabulary instruction…

• Identify target vocabulary by analysing the types of target tasks students 
need to learn to perform in the real world.

• Use a wide range of activities to help students develp (a) explicit, (b) 
receptive, and (c) productive vocabulary knowledge.

• Give students plenty of opportunities to use vocabulary in context for 
communication purposes.

• Teach students AI literacy to help them use AI tools effectively for building 
their own vocabulary repertoire.

• Always incorporate huma-to-human interaction – it’s the key to successful 
second language acquisition, including vocabulary learning!



Updates to TOEFL iBT



Questions?

Photograph courtesy of John M. Norris
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