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Why is vocabulary important in learning an L2?

- Vocabulary is critical for
successful communication!




Academic English Vocabulary



What is academic English vocabulary?

= Words and expressions commonly used  Unique lexicon: Not
in educational settings General Service List

not highly technical

* Found in texts,
B @ A lectures, assignments,
campus interactions,

School University Professions etc.



How do we select vocabulary to teach?

Focus on words that
are useful, frequent,
and relevant.

Q: What target tasks
do students need to
learn to perform?

- Analyze target
tasks

@ TOEFL.

Receptive

Writing Question: 20 of 40

Instructions: Your professor is teaching a class on
business. Write a post responding to the professor’s
question. In your response you should:

+ express and support your personal opinion

+ make a contribution to the discussion

An effective response will contain at least 100 words.

Dr. Diaz

We are all exposed to a lot of advertising, especially
on the internet. And of course businesses spend a
lot of money to create and distribute advertising.
Before next class, | would like for you to discuss this
question:

Is advertising just a way of manipulating people to
buy things they do not need, or is it an important
source of information that helps people make
informed consumer decisions?

vocabulary to
| understand input
| don’t think most people con

read that in just one year, from >e—re——e—
of computers, tablets and mobile phones using ad
blockers increased from 142 million to 615 million.

People can find out a lot about products from
advertising. There's plenty of evidence that people
usually begin the prp
looking at ads and
right now, but I'm
advertisement tha

Productive
vocabulary to express
their own ideas

Paste Undo Reg

TOEFL iBT® Writing for
an academic discussion




How do we select vocabulary to teach?
Focus on words that |
are useful, frequent, E Word lists

and relevant.
Identify tar
Ready-made materials dentify target
?

e vocabulary

| Diagnostics tests




Official TOEFL Vocabulary Guide

Core List includes ~800
most important words F l
from TOEFL corpus, . @

Official TOEFL A3t
selected by TOEFL Vocabulary Guide —

® =

assessment developers TOEFL == B35
+ corpus linguists i

*toefl

| WA T 7Y

REF0:AHR e FFH HEG

Expanded List includes =
.y _0) EH%185!
~1100 additional =2 h,gnESh‘ﬂsgj;_

R\ H5R

Rl thejapantimes

words that are next o
most important

Word selection was also
guided by general
academic vocabulary
corpuses (e.g.,
Coxhead’s AWL)

— Learning vocabulary
from this book is
benefitial for students
in general who need
EAP proficiency.



Teaching vocabulary with
the Official TOEFL Vocabulary Guide



What does it mean to know a word?

Explicit word knowledge: Having knowledge about
the word (e.g., meaning, spelling, pronunciation,
collocations)

Receptive knowledge: Being able to understand
vocabulary in context

O )) Productive knowledge: Being able to use
[ vocabulary to express meaning



Developing explicit word
knowledge

Goal: Enhance explicit word knowledge, incluidng form
(e.g., spelling, pronunciation), meaning (e.g., definition,
L1 translation), and use (e.g., collocations, conjugations)



#Memorize words through a vocabulary book

NC\I/ Research findings

Process | | processor IMTEE ; NIBLE
[prd;ses] i repI’OCGSS ~=ZBINId%; ~2FUlEd3
i @ unprocessed MIZXhTHL

* Aim for ~10 repetitions
H a series of events which produce aresult or (H388ICHEITE) —EDTTH. BiE. E

product s per word (Webb, 2007)

» Learning Spanish is a slow process. It takesa  ANA2EFBIERREODDDIEEL. #L ° 1F1 n >
lot of time and energy to master a new language. ULWEFEZ2EBEI 2ICIEZORFHEET XL+ Spa CEd repEtItI O

—HREE. massed repetition

If evolution had been a continuous, gradual HUEAL DD LY Die 2 2B TRNERR
fill process that happened in stages, one might BIETHO/=ETHIE. FNENDAER ( ithi ) (
expect that each fossil specimen would be DIEDDIFFETORAREMIICERZOTL Wlthln d day e‘g"

slightly different from almost every other one. BEASEBSPELAKN, Na kata et al 202 3)
.

Official TOEFL Vocabulary Guide: Sample entry from the Core List

©)




#HCheck retention across different dimensions of
word knowledge

<Pronunciation> <Meaning>

<) [target word] Definition: to crash directly into, to come into conflict
compress

a. level
challenge C .,
Vocab learning isn’t
b. revel rebuke 8

d
b
C.
(c) rebel - just about memorizing
collide
d. verbal

L1 translations!

<Collocations>

<Spelling> The word that follows conscious is:
) [target word] a. problem
d r a - t i - ‘ decision

issue
d. reflection



#Use apps for independent learning
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Developing receptive word 9)
knowledge

Goal: Recognize word meanings in context, whether in
listening or reading.



What activities have you used with your
students to help them develop receptive
word knowledge?

Describe: (a) the students, (b) the learning
activity you used, and (c) how it went.




#Learn through example sentences "D

process B processor MR ; B

[prd:ses] mrepr'::ess ~EWNITS : ~EWNETS
luﬂpr ce

EI a series nf euents whlch prnduce ares c) —EDTE. BRE.

product sentences

! . - L o - )
¢ Learning Spanish is a slow process. It takes a —} A4 F:Flﬂ Fatvid *-ﬂﬁ!* i
1 lot of time and energy to master a new language.! LWEREE EILF
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expect that each fossil qppcirﬂen would be 7 -'::::m.. IFIFETO Ft_mfm BT
I|{;htly different from almost every other one. ) BEBSCEEINELNG




Find a passage = Identify target words

OR
Select target words = Build a passage

#tiLearn through reading

Although it was invented only recently, generative Al has become indespensable in
our daily lives. It plays a prominent role in shaping how we communicate, learn,
and work. Undoubtedly, generative Al has contributed to recent advancements
across a variety of fields. For example, it is used to create personalized treatment
plans for patients by analyzing vast amounts of medical data, making it integral in
today’s society. While some may view it as intrusive, generative Al has enhanced
our capabilities in a myriad of meaningful ways. For these reasons, | believe that
generative Al is the most pivotal invention of the past 200 years.

- Ask comprehension questions to help students focus on meaning
- Define the highlighted words; guess the meaning from context
- Incorporate interactive work to facilitate SLA



#tiLearn through listening: Dictation

: ® )) Listen to a sentence with a focus on meaning

p Write down exactly what you hear as you listen to the audio
e (repeat as needed)

Q Check the answer with a partner



#tiLearn through listening: Dictogloss

9) Listen to a short passage with a focus on meaning

y Listen again and take notes of keywords
e (repeat as needed)

} Q Reconstruct the passage with a partner



#tiLearn through listening: Dictogloss

There has been a shift in vocabulary learning from memorizing lists to
using words in context. This reflects the idea that active engagement
with words is core to vocabulary development. To obtain real mastery,

learners need to focus on different aspects of each word through
hands-on activities.

Text-to-speech apps

can be helpful!



#tiLearn through listening: Dictogloss

}C * Dictogloss is a great activity for collaborative, form-
meaning-focused learning.

| Dictogloss can be adapted for different proficiency levels by
T changing:
 The length, content, or linguistic difficulty of a text.
e Other conditions—whether to allow note-taking and
how many times and how quickly the text is read.



#iLearn through authentic input

Incidental vocabulary learning
happens through exposure.

* Watch with L1 subtitles — focus on

overall meaning. _ .

« Watch with English captions — notice Extensive reading
meaning, spelling, and pronunciation.

* Note new words —record them with

the scene for better retention. * Input flood (increase frequency)
* Watch without subtitles — confirm * Input enhancement (increase
understanding and recall. salience)



0))

Developing productive vocabulary
knowledge

Goal: Use vocabulary for communication purposes to
express meaning



What activities have you used with your
students to help them develop productive
word knowledge?

Describe: (a) the students, (b) the learning
activity you used, and (c) how it went.




#Practice with scaffolding

Read aloud

&+ Stained glassAs simply glass/hat has been * Read aloud while paying
#l| colored/and cut into pieces/and reassembleg/to attention to meaningful

chuncks.
e Compare with model audio.

form a picture/6r decorative design/vith
Intricate patterns.

Shadowing

e Listen to audio to understand overall meaning first.
* Listen and repeat along with audio.



#Practice with scaffolding

Elicited Imitation Task

Directions:
You will hear a series of sentences.

Listen carefully to each sentence.
AFTER THE TONE SOUND, repeat exactly what you hear.




Practice
<)

| actually enjoy eating apple cores.



#1
©)

So | shifted my weight.



H2
©)

Learning Spanish is a slow process.



#3
©)

The arrows indicate the direction to the restrooms.



HA
©)

Beans are a great source of protein for people who
don’t eat meat.



#5
©)

Try to infer the meaning of the word using clues in the
sentence.



H#Elicited Imitation Task

= Good learning activity

 \Vocabulary is presented in context.
 Unlike shadowing, learners must process the meaning to
accurately reproduce the sentence with the target word.

* Learners must produce the sentence orally 2 Good
practice for speaking



H#Elicited Imitation Task

= Good assessment tool to diagnose learners’ weaknesses

Learners cannot reproduce the
sentence because they:

are not familiar with how (target)
words are pronounced in context
cannot catch the meaning of the
sentence orally

cannot catch the meaning of the
sentence orally nor in writing

= Good assessment tool to

gauge proficiency level

Then, have them:
—> Practice pronunciation (in
context)

— Practice listening

— Review word meanings



H#Elicited Imitation Task:
Scoring

Use TOEFL iBT scoring rubrics to
help judge the quality of
performance.

Depending on learners’
proficiency levels, scoring can be
done with a particular focus on
target words.

https://www.ets.org/pdfs/toefl/speaking-rubrics.pdf

*toefl ibt.

Speaking Scoring Guide

Listen and Repeat

SCORE DESCRIPTION
5 The response exactly repeats the prompt.

Atypical resporse exhibts the falowing:
» The response is fully inteligile and i an exact repstition of the prompt.

The response captures the meaning expressed in the prompt, but it is not an exact repetition.
4 Atypical response exhibits the folowing:
« Minor changes in words or grammar are presant that do not substantially change the meaning of the prompt.
For example
= one of two function words may be missing or changed,
« & content word may be missing (n longer stimul) o replaced with a relsted word,
+ markers of tansefaspectinumber may be missing of incarrect, or
* two words may be transposed.

* One or two content words may be ambiguous because of imprecise pronunciation. The speaker may sslf-correct, but
successfuly completes the response.

The response is essentially full, but it does not accurately capture the original meaning.
Atypical response exhibits the following:
« The respense cortaing a maority of the content words or ideas in the prompt.
* Multiple furction woeds may be changed or missing, one or mere content woeds may be missing or substantively changed.
« The respense is a full sentence,
*hs G intelligibiity ssues cause cecasional dificulty in understanding meaning. The spesker may struggle over a word
of phrase of run words together reducing inteligibiity.

The response is missing a significant part of the prompt and/or is highly inaccurate.
Atypical response exhibits the fallowing:
« Alarge partion of the prompt is missing, and important origing meaning is left out.
« The speaker may repeat the first part of the sentencs. Then the speaker may stop or Ml with inaccurate content andior
inchade the kst few words:
« The response is not a self-standing sentence; mesning is fragmentary.

* Intedigibiity is low;, the response would be difcult to understand for a listener unfamiisr with the prompt.

The response captures very little of the prompt or is largely unintelligible.
Atypical resporse exhibits the falowing
» Aminimal respones of 8 few words is made; most of the prompt is missing.

» The response is recognizable as an attempt to repeat the prompt, but it is mostly uninteligble.

No response OR the response is entirely unintelligible OR there is no English in the response OR the content is entirely
unconnected to the prompt (or consists only of phrases such as “| don't know™).




#Elicited Imitation Task: Design tips

e Start with ~5 syllables. Then, make sentences gradually
longer up to ~20 syllables.

* Present target words in a natural context.

* Avoid technical words or proper nouns.

 Depending on the goal, incorporate challenging features
(e.g., pronunciation, connected speech) to the sentences.



#Try a target task
@ TOEFL. [ e j[ i ][ s ] 4 Practice

Writing | Question: 20 0f 40 01:11:45 €& Hide Time compre hending and
Instructions: Your professor is teaching a class on - I don't think most people consider ads to be valuable. | g u e SS i n g t h e m e a n i n g

business. Write a post responding to the professor's ) read that in just one year, from 2018 to 2019, the number
question. In your response you should: of computers, tablets and mobile phones using ad f b I . )
- express and support your personal opinion blockers increased from 142 million to 615 million. O VO Ca u a ry I n I n p ut
+ make a contribution to the discussion _
An effective response will contain at least 100 words. 4‘; People can find out a lot about products from

¢% advertising. There's plenty of evidence that people
'/ usually begin the process of making a big purchase by
looking at ads and reviews. | have to go to another class
right now, but I'm going to post later about an
advertisement that gave me a lot of useful information.

<

Cut Paste Undo Redo & Hide Word Count 0

Practice expressing

We are all exposed to a lot of advertising, especially
on the internet. And of course businesses spend a

lot of money to create and distribute advertising. O pl n IO n S I n ertl n g,

Before next class, | would like for you to discuss this

using newly learned

Is advertising just a way of manipulating people to TOEFL iBT® Writing fOI’

buy things they do not need, or is it an important

source of information that helps people make an GCGdEMiC diSCUSSiOh

informed consumer decisions?

vocabulary




#Practice writing with Al

* Write a prompt, using
ChatGPT.

* Check if the difficulty
level is appropriate.

* Revise as necessary.

Give me a prompt that asks me to write about my opinion on a topic,
taking one side. This prompt should naturally elicit at least some of
the following words: process, research, environment, indicate, source,

design, affect, involve, impact, and structure. The response should be
about 100 words.

Prompt:

Take a clear position on whether new technology helps or harms the natural world. Explain your viewpoint

and support it with reasoning and examples. Consider how ideas are developed and tested, what factors

play a role in innovation, and how human choices shape results. Use evidence to strengthen your

argument, and organize your writing so that your main points are easy to follow. Write about 100 words.




HPractice Writing with Al Use GenAl to foster autonomy!

. This is my response: "l think new technology is killing the planet.
<Assessment fOf Iea rni ng> Using new technology, like Al, involves the use of a massive amount

of electricity, which has great impact on the environment. Research
indicates that the average temperature has been rising and the

ASSQSS yO ur w rlt | N g by weather patterns are negatively affected as a result." Can you give
. CO m pa r| ng you r repo nse me feedback on my response?
with a model produced
by ChatGPT

* Requesting feedback & Strengths

from C h atG PT » Clear position: You take a definite stance (“new technology is killing the planet”), which fulfills the

Absolutely — here's some clear, focused feedback on your response:

prompt’s requirement to choose a side.

* Use of key vocabulary: You naturally included several of the target words — involves, impact,
environment, research, indicates, and affected. Excellent work!

* Concise and coherent: The ideas flow logically from cause (use of electricity) to effect (rising

temperatures and changing weather patterns).



#Practice writing with Al

e GenAl feedback has limitations.

“\ Suggestions for improvement

e Expand reasoning: Add one or two sentences explaining why technology uses so much electricity
(e.g., data centers, manufacturing, etc.) or how this could be mitigated.
Provide evidence or a source: Mention a specific study, organization, or statistic to strengthen your
argument — this adds credibility.
Refine word choice: Instead of “killing the planet,” which is strong but informal, you could use

“severely damaging the planet’s ecosystems” for a more academic tone.

e Critical feedback may be missing (e.g., response is too short).
 Some suggestions may go beyond task expectations.



#Practice writing with peers

Collaborative idea or

] Collaborative writing
language generation

* For successful peer review,

E X . students need to be on the
El €Er review same page about what makes
an effecitve task performance.

—> Use rubrics!



Academic Englizh Writing

Rubrics for Discussion Post

Sasapama

Rubrics:

* Provide a common ground that
makes peer assessment easier
and more meaningful.

 Clarify task expectations for

students.

e Support T in giving meaningful,
targeted feedback.

EOME SURPOCLNE evidence 1= nol
concrete, relevant, or persuasive

enough to strengthen the case.
The response uses academic
vicabulary effectively mm most

ca=es, with minor errors or arcas

for refimement.

The author uses appropnate

pragmatics most of the time.

by concTele ATgumenis
that are maximally
relevant and persuasive.
The response consistently
uses academic vocabulary
appropriately,
demonsirating control,
precision, and suitabality
for an academic context.
The
a

Fut i LT

GenAl can help you write

Score 1 Score 2 Score 3

Relevance The response 15 The response 15 partially The response 15 mostly on
completely imelevant to irrelevant to the given topic. topic, but 1t also contains
the given topic. It does not aspects that are not directly
answer the question posed relevant to the given topic.
by the professor.

Acknovwledgement | The response ignores the The response makes an The response comments on
ather contnbutions to the attempt to comument on the one of more of the other
discussion. other contributions, but it"s contributions, but it does mot

not successiul, build on any of them.

Originality The response contributes The response has The response contnbutes a
nothing new. charactenstics of both Score | | somewhat distinct

and 3. perspective on the tople.

Coherence The response lacks The response has some parts The response 1= somewhat
coherence, and it 15 hard to | that are logical, but 1t 15 logical, but quite a few parts
understand what the mostly hard to follow due to s | are confusing due to a lack
author’s main argument 15. | lack of coherence. of coherence.

Support Oipinion 12 not supported Opinion 1= parteally Oipinion 15 supported to &
at all. supported. large extent, but not fully.

Lanpuage use: The response relies The response includes some The response contains

Academic entirely on informal or academic vocabulary, but several academic words,

vocabulary conversational language. meost words remain mtormal though they are not always
Mo academic vocabulary = | in tone. used accurately or
used. approprately m context.

Language use: The response 15 Some parts of the response The author makes an

Pragmatics pragmatically are pragmatically appropnate, | attempt to use pragmatically
inappropriate entirely. but 1t 15 uncertain if the author | appropnate expressions, bt

15 aware of 1s5ues around they are unable to do so all
pragmatics. the time.

Language use: The response includes so The response contains The response 15 somewhat

Clarity many mistakes that its mistakes that obscure its well-written, but it still
meaning 15 unclear. meaning although the overall | requires some

meaning of the response 18 improvements i terms of
clear. the lanpuage used.

The response 15 well wrtten, The

meaning 15 completely clear
although 1t might contain
occasional mistakes.

™

< descriptors!




To design meaningful L2 vocabulary instruction...

* |dentify target vocabulary by analysing the types of target tasks students
need to learn to perform in the real world.

* Use a wide range of activities to help students develp (a) explicit, (b)
receptive, and (c) productive vocabulary knowledge.

* Give students plenty of opportunities to use vocabulary in context for
communication purposes.

* Teach students Al literacy to help them use Al tools effectively for building
their own vocabulary repertoire.

* Always incorporate huma-to-human interaction — it’s the key to successful
second language acquisition, including vocabulary learning!



Updates to TOEFL iBT
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