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What are collocations?

● Words that are often found together.

● Words that native speakers expect to be paired 

together.



Examples: 

● We made・did・conducted research about collocations

● Now, we are doing・giving・holding a presentation.

● We hope to demonstrate・show・preform competence

about this topic so you can have・gain・see insight into 

how to teach collocations!



Why do Tohoku University students 

study collocations?

● Write paragraphs faster

● Read faster

● Process listening faster

● Speak more naturally



How do Tohoku University students 
study collocations? 5 modes









Research Questions

1. Which flashcard practice modes had the greatest impact 

on collocation retention in the short-term?

2. Which flashcard practice modes had the greatest impact 

on collocation retention in the long-term?



Method of Research
n = 114 first-year university EFL students

150+ Collocations → 73 “headwords”  → over 8 weeks
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Results: Total Flashcard Usage Clicks

Matching

L1/L2

Matching

Context

Writing Listening Speaking

Range 0 - 805 70 - 1078 1 - 1228 0 - 507 0 - 703

Average 171.19 221.16 226.8 150.73 181.61

Median 130 167.5 162 132.5 146.5

S.D. 135.97 154.79 191.07 86.02 118.82



Results: Total Quiz and TOEFL ITP® Scores

Overall Listening Multiple Choice Writing TOEFL ITP® 

Range 65 - 100% 80 - 100% 73 - 100% 28 - 100% 440-650

Average 92% 96% 93% 82% 530.83

Median 93% 97% 93% 84% 527

S.D. 6.08 0.04 0.06 0.11 33.64
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Quiz 7
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Quiz 7
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Overall Quiz Averages
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Discussion

● Writing-based vocabulary practice is important. Expected
○ Writing requires deeper processing than simple multiple choice 

(recognition) tasks, so it makes since it would have a big effect on 

quiz scores in the short-term. 

○ Writing seems to have been the most important in the long-term

as well, over 7 weeks of cumulative quizzes. 



Discussion

Listening-based vocabulary practice is important. Unexpected
○ “Input” so traditionally thought to have a smaller impact. 

○ Listening to not the collocation alone; practicing gave the students 

another chance to experience the word in a natural, academic 

context. 

○ Least-utilized mode, so it represented students who really learned 

the word in a multimodal way. 

○ Because it was the least utilized and relatively important, listening 

might be the most effective way to learn collocative vocabulary in 

the long-term. 
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