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What are collocations?

e Words that are often found together.
e Words that native speakers expect to be paired
together.



Examples:
e We made did about collocations

e Now, we are doing | giving a presentation

e We hope tojdemonstrate competence
about this topic so you can have § gain insightfinto

how to teach collocations!



Why do Tohoku University students
study collocations?

e Write paragraphs faster
e Read faster

e Process listening faster
e Speak more naturally



How do Tohoku University students
study collocations? 5 modes

Practice Mode: | Multiple Choice V} Select Items Take a Timed Quiz!!

1imnK apout the collocation that best its in the blank. 1hen, cnoose the best answer.

The team succeeded; they

made an attempt EXErcised authority dcieved/the goc gave a clue




Practice Mode: Multiple Choice

~%ZERT B

EXErcised authaority: dchieved the goal gave d ciue made an attempt




Practice Mode: Writing @ Select Items | Take a Timed Quiz!!

Fill in the blank by writing the appropriate word to complete the collocation:

Stop making me read between the lines. Please the
issue directly so that | can understand exactly what you need.

Write your answer below:
[address ]

(CRECKIARSWERN) See Correct Answer




Practice Mode: Speaking & Listening ~ m

Hear and speak an example phrase.
oy e T L=l (e 0 LR T H | American English @ Google US English hd| Change Speed

— ) O

address the issue

&

The computer heard...




Research Questions

1. Which flashcard practice modes had the greatest impact
on collocation retention in the short-term?

2. Which flashcard practice modes had the greatest impact
on collocation retention in the long-term?



Method of Research

n = 114 first-year university EFL students

150+ Collocations — 73 “headwords” — over 8 weeks
Week1 Week2 Week3 Week4 Week5 Week6 Week7 Week 8

10 10 10 10 10 10 13

headwords | headwords | headwords | headwords | headwords | headwords | headwords

Homework | Homework | Homework | Homework | Homework | Homework | Homework
Study at Study at Study at Study at Study at Study at Study at
least once | least once | least once | least once | least once | least once | least once

in every in every in every in every in every in every in every
mode for mode for mode for mode for mode for mode for mode for
every every every every every every every

headword. | headword. | headword. | headword. @ headword. | headword. | headword.

Quiz Quiz Quiz Quiz Quiz Quiz Quiz



7 Weekl

V "
sllocations Quiz 5 - i
mJnm-w giaduns. ol @Iqhﬂlmt:\hsum.h

ik
armaih will pe recorted e
Wit

% PofH

guestien ¥

o pose o challend®
o oy hig MAseR?
o Mmmmﬂ‘“
QO geatyeo

question
o st onid prEteSIICeS

D u“""’"“m
oy awicergest

y Multimodal Quizzes
E

Choose the word (hat best firs in the blank,

1. 1n friy second-year Englich class, | had to ___ & presentation entitely in = 5 goms
English.

O regard
) raise
O g
D coanfirm

2,
O rely lh:he- 15 e -

Glir g Sug an the dirgps;
2. When sitting on public transpor, it i impartant 1o _____ priority to the S Ection of
elderly, sick, and families with small children.
O g .

. Ney
O regaed “bﬂmne,mm_af S Drofegs,
5&'[9"#? or fr, G'E-r

O pose ., Many wiy
0 _— Orijyr ANgap m.sg,-,,a"m
() presem

a5 & beader in the field of appli

3. Professor Watanabe ks widely
mathernatics,



Results: Total Flashcard Usage Clicks

Matching Speaking

Context

Matching
L1/L2

0-703
181.61
146.5

70 - 1078 0 - 507
221.16 226.8 150.73
167.5 132.5

0 - 805
171.19
130

Average




Results: Total Quiz and TOEFL ITP® Scores

Multiple Choice Writing TOEFL ITP®

Range 80-100% [73-100%

Average
Median

S.D.

28 - 100% 440-650

93% 82% 530.83

7% 93% 84 % 927
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Discussion

. Writing-based vocabulary practice is important. Exgected
o Writing requires deeper processing than simple multiple choice
(recognition) tasks, so it makes since it would have a big effect on
quiz scores in the short-term.
o Writing seems to have been the most important in the long-term
as well, over 7 weeks of cumulative quizzes.



Discussion

Listening-based vocabulary practice is important.

o “Input’ so traditionally thought to have a smaller impact.

o Listening to not the collocation alone; practicing gave the students
another chance to experience the word in a natural, academic
context.

o Least-utilized mode, so it represented students who really learned
the word in a multimodal way.

o Because it was the least utilized and relatively important, listening
might be the most effective way to learn collocative vocabulary in
the long-term.
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